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National Telecommunications & Information Administration
Ex Parte Meeting
Date:

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Time:

11:00am, EDT

Location:
NTIA, U.S. Department of Commerce

Participants:

Mr. Fred Abousleman, Executive Director, National Association of Regional Councils 

Ms. Shannon Menard, Policy Manager, National Association of Regional Councils

Mr. John Copple, Chief Executive Officer, Sanborn
Mr. Michael Shear, Owner, POCKETS Distributed Workplace Alternative, Inc

Mr. James McConnaughey, Chief Economist, Office of Policy Analysis and Development, NTIA

Summary:

On Wednesday, June 17, 2009, the above individuals met to discuss the role of regional planning organizations, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) broadband opportunities, and broadband implementation and mapping. Regional planning organizations were described as an appropriate forum for national broadband initiatives as a way to maximize the federal government’s efforts to expand broadband to under- and unserved communities while providing public involvement, outreach and education, mapping and implementation. It was suggested that the NTIA look at the national broadband mapping initiative as an opportunity to build an ongoing process capable of   enhancing multiple cross-functions. 


















