Meeting between the State of Alaska and NTIA, June 4, 2009, 11:00 a.m.

Subject:  Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)
Attendees:

Tom Power, NTIA Chief of Staff

*Not present, due to a hearing on The Hill:  Larry Atlas, NTIA Senior Advisor

Michael Black, State of Alaska, Dept. of Commerce, Deputy Commissioner

Steve Smith, University of Alaska, Chief IT Officer

Russ Kelly, State of Alaska, Office of the Governor, Associate Director
Questions/Issues:
1.  How will “underserved” and “unserved” be defined?

2.  How will NTIA and RUS relate to the State of Alaska, the Denali Commission?

3.  Grant fund criteria should include state governments as eligible applicants, as broadband is vital for delivery of State services in rural Alaska.
4. Alaska has challenges not just in the last mile to the doorstep for broadband but in the middle mile which is infrastructure that gets broadband out to regions and communities. Much of western and northern Alaska has no option but satellite.  Some of the proposals coming together from the carriers address the middle mile issues.  If the NTIA NOFA emphasizes and gives preference to broadband to the doorstep proposals, it may again disadvantage Alaska.

5. Alaska has a shortened construction season that may disadvantage us for requirements to have projects completed in a two year timeframe, depending on how deadlines will be established by NTIA and RUS.

6.  Has there been a decision concerning the minimum amount that each state will be allocated?

