NOTICE OF MEETING

On March 20, 2009, Dennis Amari and Jim McConnaughey of NTIA’s Domestic Policy Office convened a meeting with Eric Frische, Vice President of Technology and CTO, Space Data Corp. of Chandler, Arizona, and Cheryl Tritt, Counsel, Morrison and Foerster LLP.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Space Data proposal for creating “intelligent” maps of wireless services deployment.  The visitors made the following points:

· By attaching transmitting equipment ( such as digital software radios, wireless repeaters, and GPS receivers) to heavy-duty weather balloons produced at its Chandler factory, Space Data Corp. offers a wireless network to transmit voice and data in a 500-mile area for up to 24 hours. If desired, the original balloons can be replaced by a constellation of replacement balloons, Two hundred balloons, flown at specific locations around the country at 20 miles above the ground, can provide nationwide coverage.  These networks also are being used for military applications in Iraq, border patrols in the Southwest, monitoring of oil wells, disaster recovery after hurricanes, and other applications. 

· Mr. Frische described his proposal to map the whole country.  Strategic placement of balloons would permit scanning of tower locations, and such data could be collected nationwide.  The system could be set up rapidly, within a few months.  The results could then be combined with an interactive map for easy, in-depth access to wireless deployment.
