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MAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 15, 2001

M. Jobm D. Graham
Admini

We are writing to request your review of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adm_rinistraﬁm% (NOAMpxmregudingmeimposiﬁonof“ﬁirmmketvahm”fesmd
sp_emaluscpumitmquixmmforﬁber-opﬁosubmnﬁne cables in National Marine Sanctuaries
peior fo the adoption of an official policy on these matters.

On August 17, 2001, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
ﬂsmﬁﬂeﬁtmmﬁm&uahﬁslmentofaﬁirmaﬂmvﬂucfeefwﬁbampﬁc
submarine cebles in National Marine Sanctnaries euthorized under special use penmits. The
mwmmwmmwmmmgmﬁuwmfum
mmwﬂ' use pennit holders, aud only through a separats process would later decide

: .@mdmdﬂmpm&mmwmmm“ This could
mmmnmmgmmmabewwimwmmmﬁmm‘
cable providers may be charged no fcc at all.,

NOAA intends to impose fair market value fises in addition to oﬂxq:mithaanuim&
of&eMpamhhnldas.indndingﬁgniﬁmtﬁesmdhmtmmmympponﬁora |
wmg:ehmdwwon{hﬂngptogrm.uwdlmassoduedwimmmﬁmmiﬁgﬁons
required under the penmits, Also, itis our onderstanding that NOAA previously anthorized a
cahh&roughmememomtyumofmmprojecs,vdmommniﬁngawdmpmit

Toﬁmand,muuteqncsﬁngthmmnmddanﬁonmddewmimﬁonofﬁairmm
_ wlugﬁufbepwwapoucymﬁwmquhmmtofwmpmformin

y




state of the industry. In developing such a policy, we hape that you will encourage the agency to
consider the public benefit of nationa] telecommunications infrastructure and the potential harm
in establishing a precedent for rights-of-way fees asgessed on federal, state, and local public
lands. In addition, NOAA shouldrecagnizemcexpressedinterestby Congress and the

& droiccictonts

Ou 1o encourage private investment, build-out and deployment of broadbapd
infrastructire, not to create barriers on the industry.

We believe these issues are important to consider in reviewing whether NOAA’s actions
arc appropriate for the health aud growth of the telecommunications sector and the economy.
Weappmciatcyourholdngintomismatwrandlnokforwmdtoheaﬁngﬁomyou

Sincerely,
OHN BREAUX TRENT LOTT |
United States Senator United States Senator \

cc: Secretary Donald Evans )
Mr. Andrew Card
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WASHINGTON, DC 2051¢

November 15, 2001

M&Nanny].Victmy
A drgimi

1401 Constitution Ave, N.\W,, Room 4898
Washington, D.C. 20230

thmughﬂ:enmema:yasonsofmcsem'ojm without requiring a special use permit or
.anyoﬁt]:zfeesmquimdofﬂzeexisﬁngpcnnittees.



As a matter of consistent policy, we have serious concerns, not only with NOAA's

process of imposing fees on permits before determining what the policy for permits should be,
but also with the broad implications such action could have an the weakened telecommunications

NOAA's actions would seerm to do just the opposite and provide z disincentive, as well as et 2

As a key adminjstration official charged with helping to shape our nation’s

telecommunications policy, we are Tequesting your leadership and review of the appropriateness

of such action at a

tme when we should be Supporting and encouraging the growth of

industry. Weappreciateyowlookinghtoﬂﬁsmattarandlookforwardtohearingfmmyouon

this issue.

Sincerely,

United States Senator United States Senator

c¢: Secrctary Donald Evans

Mr. Andrew Card
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