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Policy Objectives for ICANN

• Preserve the positive aspects of its structure and 
operation:
– A commercially-driven, private-sector entity
– Fuelled by multi-stakeholder policy development
– Able to avert major challenges to its operations / potential ‘capture’

• Remain focused on its core functions:
– Coordinate certain technical functions through the IANA
– Administer the DNS system
– Preserve the security and stability of the Internet

• Continue toward improved transparency and 
accountability and meaningful participation for all, 
including business users

• Complementary roles for ICANN, ITU, IGF, and others
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Why the gTLD Process Is 
Problematic

• The current gTLD debate illustrates continued 
accountability issues with ICANN processes and its 
dedication to the multi-stakeholder model

• Current problems with the proposal remain unaddressed 
through comment cycles (but plans continue):
– Potential weakening of consumer protection / confidence in 

brand representation online
– Dramatic increases in cost to purchase, monitor and protect 

trademarks (potentially crippling to SMEs)
– Inadequate oversight and enforcement resources – policing the 

DNS is already difficult for ICANN (existing mechanisms are 
inadequate to scale for these new purposes)
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