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VIA EMAIL: iipp20 l 8@ntia.doc.gov, dredl@ntia.doc.gov 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue NW, Room 4725 
Attn: The Honorable Administrator David Red! 
Washington, DC 20230 

Re: Notice of Inquiry on International Internet Policy Priorities 

Dear Assistant Secretary Red!: 

Legal Dept. 

I write on behalf of Karsten Manufacturing Corporation ("Karsten" or "we") and its related entity, Ping 
Registry Provider, Inc. ("Ping Registry"). By way of background, Karsten is the parent company of Ping, 
Inc., the manufacturer of PING® branded golf clubs and related accessories. Through its affiliate, Ping 
Registry. it is also the operator of the .Ping top-level domain name, which it acquired at great expense 
through a compelled "ICANN Auction". We thank the NTIA for opening up this comment period on 
these important Internet governance topics. We further thank the NTIA, under the new administration, for 
its excellent efforts to protect American interests within !CANN and for having the courage to ask the 
hard questions contained in the Inquiry. 

As we did before the so-called "Transition" through my testimony before Congress, we write to raise the 
alarm regarding the current state of I CANN following the illegal "transition" of the oversight of JANA 
functions. We use the word "transition" loosely as there was no Act of Congress or other action by the 
United States Government (USG) by which the inherently governmental function of the oversight of the 
IANA functions was "transitioned·', "transferred" or otherwise handed over to I CANN. In fact, quite the 
opposite occurred when Congress passed legislation I preventing any spending on the "transition" -
legislation that was intentionally ignored by the prior administration. Apparently, the plan of the prior 
administration was to passively wait out the expiration of the agreement in place with I CANN. However, 
therein lies a flaw with the plan, since a former holder of a government contract does not "inherit"2 a
right to continue performing the function (and charging the public for its performance via "taxes" on 

1 
See https://docs.house.gov/meetings/RU/RU00/20141210/ I 02799/81 LLS-1 I 3rcp I I 3-59pp.pdf at Section 540 ("SEC. 540. 

(a) None of the funds made available by this Act may be used to relinquish the responsibility of the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration during fiscal year 2015 with respect to Internet domain name system
functions, including responsibility with respect to the authoritative root zone file and the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority
functions.") See also hllps://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLA W-1 I 4publ 113/html/PLA W-1 I 4publ I 13.htm at Section 539 ("Sec.
539. (a) None of the funds made available by this Act may be used to relinquish the responsibility of the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration, during fiscal year 2016, with respect to Internet domain name system
functions, including responsibility with respect to the authoritative root zone file and the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority
functions.")
1 !CANN represents the following in Section 7 of its Root Zone Maintainer agreement with Verisign, but does not indicate
from where it received such rights, powers and Authorizations. There was no act of Congress "selling off' the !ANA 
· 111ctions (nor could there be, since this is an inherently governmental function):

a) ICANN's Warranties. !CANN represents and warrants that (i) it has all necessary rights, powers and Authorizations to
mer into and perform this Agreement and grant the licenses herein ... "
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