
Does the state, or its partner, have the management capabilities, technically proficient 
staff and necessary infrastructure [facilities, equipment, reserves] to construct, operate, 
maintain, and improve the RAN for the duration of the Nationwide Public Safety 
Broadband Network [NPSBN] operations? 

Does the state have sufficient financial resources to construct, operate, maintain, 
and improve the RAN over the duration of the NPSBN operations? 

Can the state maintain ongoing interoperability with the NPSBN and comply with 
evolving interoperability-based network policy throughout the duration of the 
NPSBN operations? 

Can the state construct and begin operations within a similar timeframe to the 
FirstNet State Plan, including similar rural milestones? 

Can the state demonstrate that the State RAN can be constructed and operated at a 
similar cost to the FirstNet State Plan? 

Will the state adhere to FirstNet security standards in operating its State RAN? 

Will the state's alternative RAN provide similar coverage, including rural coverage 
milestones, to the FirstNet State Plans? 

Can the state demonstrate that users of its RAN will have a similar experience to 
users of the NPSBN across the nation? 

Key Contacts: Marsha MacBride, Deputy Associate Administrator, mmacbride@ntia.doc.gov; Carolyn Dunn, SAPP Director, cdunn@ntia.doc.gov 
https://www.ntia.doc.gov/category/state-alternative-plan-program 


