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This letter is in response to the Request for Comments (RFC} to improve the nation's ability to analyze 

broadband availability, with the intention of identifying gaps in broadband availability that can be used to 

improve policymaking and inform public investments. 

Stevens County Board of Commissioners thanks NTIA for the opportunity to submit the following concerns and 

ideas for improvement. We have been working on this issue as a county and have found large stumbling blocks 

to finding good data; the FCC maps are inaccurate and frustrating. 

Question 1. Identifying additional broadband availability data: 

la. What additional data on broadband availability are available from federal, state, not-for-profit, academic, 

or private-sector sources to augment the FCC Form 477 data set? 

Crowd sourcing or open source data collection platforms such as those available through the Open 

Technology Institute (OTI) may be a resource that can be used to secure user level data and validate 

information provided by telecommunications providers to the FCC. Although a potential source of additional 

data, these require local technical expertise and server availability to implement and host. See section l.b 

for additional challenges related to the OTI project in Stevens County. 

Stevens County BAT identified these two sources: 

1. FCC General Menu License Search - By Site/Frequency:

https://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/General Menu Reports/engineering search.cfm?accessible=NO

This database contains licensed radio transmitter locations, not tower locations per se. There may

be more than one transmitter on a tower and conversely there may be a transmitter and no tower.

BAT identified the locations of existing installations that could possibly be used to

deliver broadband to surrounding users. It can provide regional data about the lat/Ion location,

radio service, licensee name, etc. The data is returned in a comma-separated-values (.csv) format

and can be loaded into a spreadsheet where further formatting and sorting can be done to extract

the data of interest {licensee name, radio service, and lat/Ion location). Data of interest was used to

create a formatted file (.gpx) to import into a mapping program. Stevens County Information

Services was able to create a layer in their GIS database.
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